
2015 Entry Requirements, Overview of Award  
Categories and Judging Criteria 

Entry Requirements 

ABC Membership 
Only ABC members are eligible to enter. If your project was completed by a joint venture and not all 
parties are ABC members, please email EIC@abc.org for eligibility requirements. 

Joint Venture Projects 
Projects completed through a joint venture must include a page outlining the ownership percentage 
and responsibilities of each partner. This information is requested in the Project Information section. 

Project Safety Requirement 
No project that involves prime, multi-prime or sub-trade contractors that has a safety-related fatality 
is eligible to be considered for an award.  If there is a question regarding this policy and application 
requirement, the applicant should submit it to National EIC Committee by emailing EIC@abc.org 
prior to submission of the project. 

ABC Chapter Award Winner Requirement 
If the company’s local ABC chapter has an awards program, the project must have won the 
equivalent of first or second place at the chapter’s most recent competition. An exception to this 
requirement may be granted if the applicant submits a letter from the ABC chapter president 
explaining the reason the project qualifies to be entered at the national award level; for example, the 
chapter does not have an award category for the applicant’s project or the chapter does not hold a 
competition.  This letter will be required in the Project Information section, if applicable. 

Completion of Project Requirement 
To be eligible for award consideration, the project must be completed by October 15, 2015. 

Project Entry Steps 

1. Online Project Registration – Each project being entered must be registered online no later
than Friday, Oct. 30, 2015. This is Phase I of the entry.



2. Submission Deadline – All entries must be completed online no later than Friday, Nov. 20,
2015 at 11:59 p.m.

3. Project Entry Fee – $450 per entry. Each project must be submitted with an online payment
or a check made payable to Associated Builders and Contractors. Payment must be received
on or before Friday, Nov. 20, 2015 in order to be eligible. Be sure the check is not made
payable to the chapter. Mail to: Attn: 2015 EIC, 440 1st Street NW, Suite 200, Washington,
D.C. 20001.

Entry Deadlines 
The deadlines stated above are firm. 

More Information 
Specific questions may be directed to the ABC national office by sending an email to 
EIC@abc.org.  Frequently asked questions are listed at abc.org/EIC. Additionally, tips on 
applying may be found on the web page. 

Overview of Award Categories 

Awards may be presented in up to 50 categories. The 31 categories for General 
Contracting/Construction Management and 19 categories for Specialty Contracting 
are outlined online at abc.org/EIC, at the bottom of the page.

Eagle Award 
A total of 50 first place Eagle Awards may be presented. Award winners will receive a specially 
designed eagle sculpture to signify construction’s highest honor. 

Pyramid Award 
Up to two construction projects in each category are eligible for a Pyramid Award. Award 
winners will receive a specially designed pyramid on a walnut base with an engraved 
bronze plaque. 

ABC/DBIA Award 
Through an ABC partnership with Design-Build Institute of America (DBIA), special recognition 
will be given to select Eagle Award winners for projects that are design-build. Once a project is 
selected as an Eagle Award winner by the judges, it is then eligible for this special award. To 
be considered for this award, please complete the applicable section of the application. 

Greener Tomorrow Award 
Special recognition will also be given to select Eagle Award winners whose projects utilized 
sustainable best practices.  To be considered for this award, please complete the applicable 
section of the application. 

*NEW* Productivity Award
Special recognition will also be given to select Eagle award winners that employ innovative 
productivity methods. Information provided in the narrative will be used for selecting recipients 
of this award. 



Judging Criteria 

Be sure to read each section carefully. 

The panel of judges represents a cross section of construction industry experts, including 
owners, architects, engineers and other industry leaders. The competition is comparative, using 
a point system to assist in the comparisons. A project entry can earn a total possible score of 
100 points. The different evaluative sections and their point values are listed below. Answers to 
questions should be clear and succinct as directed; the quality of an entry’s presentation will 
have a great impact on its opportunity to win.  

Overall Presentation and Conformance to Entry Requirements (5 points) 

 Uploaded documents should be pleasing to the eye and legible. Points will be deducted for
type that is too small to easily read.

 Points will be deducted for grammatical errors, spelling mistakes and other typographical
errors.

Contracted Scope (10 points) 

 Include up to one full-page, ensuring legibility when selecting font design and size.

 Provide a description of your scope for this project with the following information: type of
construction, size of project, contract value, length of project, percentage of labor that is self-
performed, and any subcontracted work performed by fellow ABC members, if applicable.

 Describe the opportunities you provided to the construction community to participate based on
merit.

 Samples of Contracted Scope narratives may be viewed online at abc.org/EIC.

Project Narrative (30 points) 

 Include up to four pages, ensuring legibility when selecting font design and size.

 Provide a written narrative indicating why this project is special and why it qualifies for a
national award. The focus of the narrative should be the construction (i.e. erection, installation,
modification, grade footprint, etc.) of the project. Be sure to include the following items:

o Describe any innovative programs relating to quality control
o Describe any innovative programs relating to scheduling
o Describe any value analysis/engineering process used on the project
o Indicate any special obstacles you overcame in completing the project
o Describe any difficulties or extenuating circumstances encountered in completing

the project
o Describe any innovative programs or methods related to productivity

 Projects entered into the Community/Public Service categories must include an additional
page (for a maximum total of five pages) dedicated to describing why the project qualifies
for the category.  Include a detailed description of the resources donated by your company.



Photographs (8 points) 

 Submit up to 10 quality photographs of the project (jpg format only). Eight to ten total photos
are recommended.

 To obtain maximum points, provide “in progress” photographs for new construction or
“before and after” photographs for restoration and renovation projects.

 It is recommended to include photographs that are relevant to the challenges and solutions
outlined in the narrative.

 Provide a short, descriptive caption for each photograph, but keep the electronic images
clear of any labels or captions.

 The images uploaded must be a minimum of 300 dpi resolution.

 The photographs must not be submitted within a software program such as PowerPoint or
Acrobat and must not include any text or framing.

 Absolutely no videos.

Project Safety (33 points) 

 Review the "Required Documents" list (also detailed in the application).
 No project that involves a prime, multi-prime, subcontractor or any trade related work (regardless

of the type of contract) with a safety-related fatality is eligible for an Excellence in Construction
Award.

 In order to be eligible to win an award, the company must sign the Drug- and Alcohol-Free pledge
found at drugfreeconstruction.org.

References (10 points) 

 Include letters of recommendation from third-parties involved with the project, such as the owner
and design team. If the owner is unable to provide a letter of recommendation due to company 
policy, include a letter from the owner on their letterhead stating they are unable to provide a 
reference (this letter will qualify for only five points). 

 General contractors must submit letters from the owner (or the general contractor's prime contracting 
entity, if not the owner) and the architect. If submitting in an industrial category, general contractors must 
submit a letter from the owner (or prime contracting entity, if not the owner).

 Specialty contractors must submit a letter from the general contractor. If not working under
a general contractor, specialty contractors must submit a letter from the owner. Second- and 
third-tier subcontractors must submit a letter from their prime contracting entity. 

Supplemental Materials (2 points) 
 Provide any miscellaneous supporting materials such as diagrams and other graphics, media

coverage, other awards and promotion. 

 Up to five pages may be included.

 Ensure the photographs do not have any safety violations.

 Letters will be assessed for their level of quality (content and position of author). In some cases, a
single letter could earn the maximum number of points; however, additional letters are highly 
recommended.

 Provide a short description of how the author of each letter was involved in the project in the text box
provided.



AQC Contractor (optional) (2 points) 

 If your company is designated as an ABC 2015 Accredited Quality Contractor (AQC) member, include
a copy of the company certificate. Note that AQC status is not required to submit for an Excellence in
Construction award. If necessary, a copy of the certificate may be requested by emailing
AQC@abc.org.

 The certificate must indicate the chapter through which you are submitting your project since AQC
membership is chapter-specific.

ABC/DBIA Award (optional bonus award; must be an Eagle winner to be eligible) 

Through an ABC partnership with Design-Build Institute of America (DBIA), special recognition will be 
given to select Eagle Award winners for projects that are design-build. To be considered for this award, 
include the information outlined below. 

 Provide a one-page written narrative, ensuring legibility when selecting font design and size.
o Describe what design-build best practices were applied to the project.
o Describe how the information was shared across the project team.

 Include a copy of the organizational chart showing the design-build team’s structure and contractual
relationships.

Greener Tomorrow Award (optional bonus award; must be an Eagle winner to be eligible) 

Projects that win an Eagle Award and used sustainable best practices are eligible for a Greener 
Tomorrow Award. To be considered for the award, the information below is required. Note that 
LEED certification is not required.  

Part One: 
 Provide a written narrative of one or two pages, ensuring legibility when selecting font design and size.

o Describe the sustainable building initiatives, if any, that required your company’s
participation.

o Describe your company’s involvement in the design phase, if any.
o Describe any obstacles or challenges related to achievement of the project’s green

initiatives.
o Indicate if the company is an ABC Certified Green Contractor (bonus opportunity.)

 If ABC Green Building Toolbox Talks were used, include a sample of the toolbox talk and sign-in sheet.

Part Two: 
 If applicable, include green rating system used and level of certification achieved.
 If it is a LEED project, include the LEED scorecard.
 If another rating system was used, list the criteria used to establish the rating achieved.

STEP Participants (optional) (2 points) 

 If your company is a Safety Training and Evaluation Process (STEP) participant, include a copy of the
company certificate for 2015 as well as any additional year(s) the company participated while the
project was underway. STEP participation is not required to submit a project for an Excellence in
Construction award. If necessary, a copy of your certificate may be requested by emailing
EIC@abc.org.



Productivity Award (optional bonus award; must be an Eagle winner to be eligible) 

Special recognition is given to select Eagle Award winners that use innovative productivity methods. 
Information provided in the project narrative is used for selecting recipients of this award. The judges 
are looking for information related to:

o Condition of production planning facilities and meeting space
o Project- and crew-level production planning and control regimen
o Quality of the crew work assignment
o Quality of the crew work zone
o Quality of the crew assembly/conversion process
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